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 Important News
March 2026

To the Historic Churches and Preservation Trusts of England

England’s churches are living social history. They include many dating back over 1,000 years. They hold a wealth of works of man with stories to tell. Yet, those which have not, or are inadequately recorded, are innumerable.

This was the motivation for The Arts Society (then NADFAS) and the V&A Museum collaborating to start Church Recording by trained and resourced volunteers in 1972. The Church Recording Groups have identified, researched, photographed and recorded the significant things within 2,200 churches. The Church Record, which is held, inter alia, at the V&A National Art Library and at Local Record Offices, is an authoritative book of archival standard description. Information is available through a national Index on the website churchrecordingsociety.org.uk/search-the-records

Church communities should have a lively interest in their churches and the significant things in them. Today, the maintenance and preservation of these is dependent upon churches knowing what they have and promoting it enthusiastically. Your Trusts will be very aware how necessary this is. Community and Government support is dependent upon it.

For 5 years, the national society for Church Recording has been the Church Recording Society CIO, a charitable company formed and run by Church Recorders. The great news is that Church Recording has become, once again, a volunteer activity of The Arts Society. This is part of The Arts Society’s plan to expand its volunteering opportunities for members.

This should assure the future and growth of the Church Recording programme. Many Trusts will already know their local Church Recorders and the value they deliver for promotion, education, social history, inventories, building projects, grants and faculties. There are, also, some ‘desert’ areas. Trusts are in contact with many people who are captivated by churches and the things within them. Encouraging them to get involved will benefit everyone.

We would love to hear from you.

Contact:

Your local The Arts Society
If you are not already in contact, theartssociety.org/find-your-local-society will enable you to find it.

Your nearest Church Recording Group
membership@churchrecordingsociety.org.uk can put you in touch.

For more information contact churchrecordingsociety@gmail.com or
volunteering@theartssociety.org

See the websites:
churchrecordingsociety.org.uk
theartssociety.org
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